CICFK. i nerc i.s a lively picturesque account of his behaviour on this visit, in The Gentleman's Magazine for March 1785, being an extract of a letter from the late Dr. John Sharp. The two following sentences are very charactcristical;—
•Hcdrnnlc his large potations of tea with me, interrupted by many
an indignant contradiction, and many a noble sentiment.'------'Several
persons got into lus company the last evening at Trinity, where, about twelve, he began to be very great; stripped poor Mrs. Macaulay to the very skin, then gave her for his toast, and drank her in two bumpers1.'
The strictness of his self-examination and scrupulous Christian humility appear in his pious meditation on ILaster-day this year.
'I purpose again to partake of the blessed sacrament; yet when I consider how vainly I have hitherto resolved at this annual commemoration of my Saviour's death, to regulate my life by his laws, I am almost afraid to renew my resolutions.'
The concluding words arc very remarkable, and shew that he laboured under a severe depression of spirits.
( Since the last Easter I have reformed no evil habit, my time has been mi profit ably spent, and seems as a dream that has left nothing behind. Afy memory grows confused^ and I know not how the days pass over me. Good Lord deliver me'"1!'
No man was more gratefully sensible of any kindness done to
for the'mind, Johnson exclaimed :— " I never s;nv one llint would bear i!, except that of my dear Miss Reynolds, and hers is very near to purity itself/" Noithcotc's Reynolds^ i. So. Once, says Norlhc'otc, [here was !l coolness between her imd her brother. She wished to set forth to him tier grievances in n letter. Not finding it easy to write, she consulted Johnson, 'who offered to write a letter himself, which when copied should pass as her own.1 This he did. It began :—' I am well aware that complaints are always odious, but coinpji'iin I irntst.' .Such a letter
as tins slic saw would not pass with
not use it. Ib. p. 203. Of Johnson's letters to her Malone published one, and Mr. Croker several more. Mme. D'Arhlay, in the character she draws of her (Memoirs of Dr. Barney, i. 332), says that 'Dr. Johnson tried in vain to cure her of living in an habitual perplexity of mind and irresolution of conduct, which to herself was restlessly tormenting, and to all around her was teazingly wearisome.'
1 See Appendix C.
3 /y. and Afetf. p. 6f. BOSWELL. him we left Taliskcr,' he bade us ride on. He then turned the head of his horse back towards Taliskcr, stopped for some time; then wheeled round to the same direction with ours, and then came briskly after us.' Uoswcll's Hebrides, Oct. 12, 1773-er in his chamber, and industriously treading at every step upon every other board in the flooring." ' The Spcctnto^ No. 6j2.
